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WASHINGTON—~The Central In-

. ™" CIA Director William E. Col‘by sub-

siers on 10,000 Americans.

sequently acknowledged that his

area of assassination consideration

However, the record of the CIA's

by ' .
N higcl‘1er officials, The Times' source O R4 [ MAF
- Sdia. ’

telligence Agency primarily acted at. agency, in apparent violation of s | - involvement in such activities from C 1A/ o LAXs.
the direction of higher authority in | charter, had gathered such files, had | 1960 through 1963 is incomplete and Dace Eg(w
considering whether to overthrow or ! infiltrated about 20 agents into anti- sometimes incoherent, he added. ’ e,

assassinate Cuban Premier Fidel Cas-
tro in the early 1960s, a source close
to the Rockefeller Commission said
Monday. - R
*This was not a casé of a runaway
secret police,” the official said, adding
that this conclusion would be doc-
umented in the commission's final re-
port to be submitted to President
Ford on Friday:
The official, who declined use of his
name, said the White House or Na-
“tional Security Council might not
have reviewed specific plans to assa-
_ sinate Castro. ‘ ) )
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But he said.U.S. intelligence offi- |
cials had undertaken such projects—
with help from Mafia figures—in re- |
sponse 1o high-level instructions that :
Castro should be removed from pow- !
er. - o |
"The country's going to get.a bit of -

a black eye from this report,” the of-

ficial said. "A lot of names will be
named. There's enough blame to go *
around.” . : ]
Meanwhile., Vice President Rocke- "
feller, who heads the eight-member

commission appointed by Mr. Ford to

investigate CIA activities, said the

panel had found some illegal actions

by the agency but no widespread

pattern of misconduct.

|

+ "There are things that have been’
“done which are in contradiction to-
athe statutes, but in comparision’ to
~the total effort they are not major,"
:Rockefeller said. .

3 According to the National Security
“Act of 1947, the CIA may undertake
“a wide range of foreign intelligence
" activities—presumably even assassin-

] it up to the White House" whether

war organizations, had opened the
mail” of Americans corresponding
with persons in Communist countries
and broken into the homes of agency
employes suspected of disclosing se- .
cret government information.

Colby said that any "missteps” by.
the CIA were "few and far between" .
arid were not criminally motivated.

Rockefeller was asked if prosecu-,
-tions were likely based on informa--
tion gathered by his commission. -

"That will be up to the Department .
of Justice," he said. He added that

the commission's backup files arc
turhed over to the Justice Depart-
ment.

A 350-page report of the panel's
findings and recommendations—but
not the backup testimony it heard in .
secret or all the documents it collect-
ed—may be made public as early as
this weekend, Rockefeller said. The
timing will:be up to Mr. Ford, who
will return from a European trip to-
night. - : :
"I think you're going to be sur~
prised and pleased by the compre-
hensive nature of the material,"
Rockefeller told reporters.

The commission originally was ap-
pointed by examine charges of im-»

" How thoroughly the commission:
.did its work is open to question. At:
least one key witness who reportedly

| was involved in U.S.-sponsored ef-|

forts to kill Castro—Johnny Rosselli,"
a West Coast gambling figure—was
‘never subpoenaed or questionad by
the commission, The Times has

"y

-ation—if that should be directed by
“the President's National Security
=.Council.

° Meeting reporters after the com-

y;missions last meeting in its five-
.month inquiry, Rockefeller said that
_rcharges of massive illegal spying on:
“U.S. citizens were unfounded. '
“ "But that doesn't mean that there:
" +haven't been things done that werey
“wrong" he said. "We (will) recom-
“mend extensive stepg to be tal(cje
Yprevent it in the futt?Prove

Llearned. ‘
proper domestic activity by the CIA,

which is limited by law to gathering
foreign intelligence. But after press
reports surfaced that the agency had
been involved in forcign assassina-
tion plans, the commission began in-
vestigating that arca, too. :

"There are gaps in the story," he
said. "Records were not always made -

.. vor preserved. You just cannot recon- |

struct these events precisely."
Justice Department files obtained
by the commission reportedly show:

that in late 1960 or early 1961 intel-

ligence officers were dealing with’

- Rosselli and Chicago gangster Sam
. Giancana on plans for overthrowing
. or killing Castro.

As perennial targets of federal

i prosecutars, the two racketeers re- -
portedly hoped to build credit for any |

possible future actions against them:
They hoped also, by eliminating Cas-

tro, to be able to reopen lucrative -

gambling casinos that had been
closed by the Cuban leader.
" Time magazine and the Sacramento

© Bee reporied over the weekend that -
. the CIA-also had enlisted the aid of
three Fast Coast underworld figures-

Russell Bufalino, James Plumeri and
. Salvatore Granello—to spy in Cuba
in preparation for the 1961 Bay of
Pigs invasion. Bufalino was quoted
by the Scranton, Pa., Times Monday

as denying that he had supplied in-
- formation for the invasion. .

If the invasion had been successful,

the three were assured they could re- -
cover $450,000 left behind in Cuba--
and reopen casinos in which they had,
an interest, according to this account. -

The Rockefeller commission is un-
derstood to have obtained the min- -
utes of a White House meeting the

next year—in August, 1962—-which
show that high Kennedy administra-
tion officials discussed but dismissed
the possibility of assassinating Cdstro.
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A short time later, howavel}ac-
cording to recent press interviews
with retired Air Force Gen. Edward
G. Lansdale, Lansdale was asied by.
then-Atty. Gen. Robert F. Kennedy
to draft "contingency” plans for deal-

ing with Castro in the event long-

range missiles were placed in Cuba.
Lansdale, then an intelligence offi-
cer, said his plans "may have" includ-
ed the assassination of Castro but
that he no longer had a copy of them.
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